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wholesaler as their agent for receiving no-
tice of, collecting, and using promotional al-
lowances for them, the seller may assume
that notice of, and payment under, a pro-
motional plan to such wholesaler constitutes
notice and payment to the retailer. The sell-
er must have a reasonable basis for conclud-
ing that the retailers have designated the
wholesaler as their agent.

§ 240.11 Wholesaler or third party per-
formance of seller’s obligations.

A seller may contract with inter-
mediaries, such as wholesalers, dis-
tributors, or other third parties, to per-
form all or part of the seller’s obliga-
tions under sections 2(d) and (e). The
use of intermediaries does not relieve a
seller of its responsibility to comply
with the law. Therefore, in contracting
with an intermediary, a seller should
ensure that its obligations under the
law are in fact fulfilled.

§ 240.12 Checking customer’s use of
payments.

The seller should take reasonable
precautions to see that the services the
seller is paying for are furnished and
that the seller is not overpaying for
them. The customer should expend the
allowance solely for the purpose for
which it was given. If the seller knows
or should know that what the seller is
paying for or furnishing is not being
properly used by some customers, the
improper payments or services should
be discontinued.

§ 240.13 Customer’s and third party li-
ability.

(a) Customer’s liability: Sections 2
(d) and (e) apply to sellers and not to
customers. However, the Commission
may proceed under section 5 of the
Federal Trade Commission Act against
a customer who knows, or should
know, that it is receiving a discrimina-
tory price through services or allow-
ances not made available on propor-
tionally equal terms to its competitors
engaged in the resale of a seller’s prod-
uct. Liability for knowingly receiving
such a discrimination may result
whether the discrimination takes place
directly through payments or services,
or indirectly through deductions from
purchase invoices or other similar
means.

Example 1: A customer should not induce or
receive advertising allowances for special
promotion of the seller’s product in connec-
tion with the customer’s anniversary sale or
new store opening when the customer knows
or should know that such allowances, or
suitable alternatives, are not available on
proportionally equal terms to all other cus-
tomers competing with it in the distribution
of the seller’s product.

Example 2: Frequently the employees of
sellers or third parties, such as brokers, per-
form in-store services for their grocery re-
tailer customers, such as stocking of shelves,
building of displays and checking or rotating
inventory, etc. A customer operating a retail
grocery business should not induce or receive
such services when the customer knows or
should know that such services (or usable
and suitable alternative services) are not
available on proportionally equal terms to
all other customers competing with it in the
distribution of the seller’s product.

Example 3: Where a customer has entered
into a contract, understanding, or arrange-
ment for the purchase of advertising with a
newspaper or other advertising medium that
provides for a deferred rebate or other reduc-
tion in the price of the advertising, the cus-
tomer should advise any seller from whom
reimbursement for the advertising is claimed
that the claimed rate of reimbursement is
subject to a deferred rebate or other reduc-
tion in price. In the event that any rebate or
adjustment in the price is received, the cus-
tomer should refund to the seller the amount
of any excess payment or allowance.

Example 4: A customer should not induce or
receive an allowance in excess of that offered
in the seller’s advertising plan by billing the
seller at ‘‘vendor rates’’ or for any other
amount in excess of that authorized in the
seller’s promotional program.

(b) Third party liability: Third par-
ties, such as advertising media, may
violate section 5 of the Federal Trade
Commission Act through double or fic-
titious rates or billing. An advertising
medium, such as a newspaper, broad-
cast station, or printer of catalogues,
that publishes a rate schedule contain-
ing fictitious rates (or rates that are
not reasonably expected to be applica-
ble to a representative number of ad-
vertisers), may violate section 5 if the
customer uses such deceptive schedule
or invoice for a claim for an advertis-
ing allowance, payment or credit great-
er than that to which it would be enti-
tled under the seller’s promotional of-
fering. Similarly, an advertising me-
dium that furnishes a customer with
an invoice that does not reflect the
customer’s actual net advertising cost
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